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Overview 

Personal Financial Literacy is a one-marking period course for all eight grade students that supports the following New Jersey 

Core Curriculum Content Standards: 
 

2009 NJCCCS: 21
st
 Century Life and Careers: Standard 9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and 

strategies that promote personal and financial responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving 

in the global economy.  
 

Standard 9.2 describes skills that prepare students for personal and civic financial literacy. The inclusion of Personal Financial 

Literacy as a standard, rather than as a strand, reflects the growing need for 21st-century citizens to be financially literate, 

particularly in light of the increasing number of financial choices they face due to the global economy. Financial literacy includes 

the application of knowledge, skills, and ethical values when making consumer and financial decisions that impact the self, the 

family, and the local and global communities. Standard 9.2 is aligned to the Jump $tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy’s 

National Standards in K-12 Personal Finance Education and includes seven strands: 
 Income and Careers  

 Money Management  

 Credit and Debt Management  

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  

 Civic Financial Responsibility  

 Risk Management and Insurance  
 

Standard 9.1 21st-Century Life and Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 

and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational 

cultures. Standard 9.1 describes skills that prepare students to fully engage in civic and work life. The standard includes six 

strands, which reflect the Framework for 21st Century Learning. These skills are integrated into instruction of all NJCCCS 

curriculum, including this course:  

 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  

 Creativity and Innovation  

 Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership  

 Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal Communication  

 Communication and Media Fluency  

 Accountability, Productivity, and Ethics  
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21
st
 Century Life and Careers 

STANDARD 9.2  PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY  All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial responsibility 

related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy. 

Big Idea: Financial literacy is the ability to use personal finance knowledge and skills to manage one's financial resources effectively for lifetime 

financial security. 

Course Overview and Purpose:  
Because all students will participate in the economic system, all students need to develop economic/financial literacy and a set of competencies designed to prepare 

students to become knowledgeable and ethical decision makers as they fulfill their roles as consumers, workers, and citizens.  
 

In Personal Financial Literacy, students will apply the decision-making, problem-solving and goal-setting processes to the roles of citizens, workers and consumers 

to develop the knowledge and skills for becoming responsible consumers, and effective money and resource managers. Students will understand and be able to 

manage personal resources of talent, time, energy, and money, and make effective decisions in order to balance their obligations to work, family, and self.  Students 

will be better prepared to live in a complex and fast-paced financial world if they are financially literate with a basic understanding of financial institutions and their 

roles as consumers, savers, and investors. 
 

The National Standards for Personal Finance Education (Jump$tart Coalition) delineates the personal finance knowledge and skills that K-12 students should 

acquire. Personal finance describes the principles and methods that individuals use to acquire and manage income and assets. 

Financial literacy is the ability to use knowledge and skills to manage one's financial resources effectively for lifetime financial security. 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

When should I start planning financially, and how is it best to do so? 

How can I develop effective management skills in order to achieve goals 

for self, family, school, work, and community? 

In order to live a life of financial security and independence, what negative 

influences must I avoid when making decisions about my finances? 

How do I make appropriate personal economic choices? 

Financial choices have costs, benefits and consequences. 

Decision making, problem solving, and goal setting can assist with 

management of resources (i.e. time, money, material resources) 

Having a personal finance plan will help achieve financial success. 

Being a savvy consumer is essential for financial survival in the 21
st
 

century 

Integration of 21
st
 Century Life and Career Skills 

All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global 

citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
 

21st Century Themes:  Global Awareness  

 Civic Literacy 

 Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy  

 Health Literacy 
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21
st
 Century Skills 

BIG IDEA: 21st-century life and career skills enable students to make informed decisions that prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic 

global society and to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st-century global workplace. 

STRAND A: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Essential Questions How do positive attitudes and productive behaviors impact critical thinking and problem-

solving skills? 

What students will KNOW What students will be able to DO 

The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem 

is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors 

that impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the 

community.  

9.1.8.A.3 Summarize strategies used by various organizations and agencies to solve 

problems that impact communities, and compare them with strategies used by 

similar organizations in another state or country.  

9.1.8.A.4 Design and implement a project management plan using one or more 

problem-solving strategies. 

STRAND B: Creativity and Innovation 

Essential Questions How do varying perspectives and multiple points of view foster creativity and innovative 

thinking? 

What students will KNOW What students will be able to DO 

Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information 

from a variety of sources, including global perspectives, 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying 

perspectives (e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and 

determine how the data can best be used to design multiple solutions. 

STRAND C: Collaboration, Leadership and Teamwork 

Essential Questions How do skills for collaboration, teamwork and leadership enable individuals and groups to 

successfully achieve their goals? 

What students will KNOW What students will be able to DO 

Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups 

to achieve common goals with greater efficiency. 

9.1.8.C.1 Determine an individual’s responsibility for personal actions and 

contributions to group activities.  

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building 

strategies for carrying out different tasks, assignments, and projects. 
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Leadership abilities develop over time through 

participation in groups and/or teams that are engaged in 

challenging or competitive activities. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities.  

STRAND D: Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal Communication 

 Essential Questions Why are effective communication skills necessary for success as global citizens and 

workers? 

Why does globalization require greater cross-cultural understanding? 

What students will KNOW What students will be able to DO 

Effective communication skills convey intended meaning 

to others and assist in preventing misunderstandings. 

9.1.8.D.1 Employ appropriate conflict resolution strategies. 

9.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the ability to understand inferences. 

Communication with people from different cultural 

backgrounds is enhanced by the understanding of 

different cultural perspectives 

9.1.8.D.3 Use effective communication skills in face-to-face and online interactions 

with peers and adults from home and from diverse cultures.  

9.1.8.D.4 Compare and contrast nuances in verbal and nonverbal communication in 

different cultures that may result in misinterpretation and misunderstanding. 

9.1.8.D.5 Justify the need for greater cross-cultural understanding due to globalization.  

STRAND E: Communication and Media Fluency 

Essential Questions Why are global citizens individually and collectively responsible for ethical use of 

communication and media? 

What students will KNOW What students will be able to DO 

Digital media are 21st-century tools used for local and 

global communication. 

9.1.8.E.1 Explain how technology has strengthened the role of digital media in the 

global society.  

9.1.8.E.2 Analyze the role of digital media in sales and marketing and in delivering 

cultural, political, and other societal messages.  

9.1.8.E.3 Differentiate between explicit and implicit digital media messages, and 

discuss the impact on individuals, groups, and society as a whole.  

There are ethical and unethical uses of communication 

and media. 

9.1.8.E.4 Determine the undesired consequences of unethical uses of media.  

9.1.8.E.5 Compare and contrast ways governments regulate media advertising to 

protect children and adults in the United States and in other countries.  

STRAND F: Accountability, Productivity and Ethics 

Essential Questions Why does the 21
st
-century workplace demand greater accountability, productivity and 

collaboration? 

How do ethical behaviors support individual and human rights in the global workplace? 
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What students will KNOW What students will be able to DO 

The nature of the 21st-century workplace has shifted, 

demanding greater individual accountability, 

productivity, and collaboration. 

9.1.8.F.1 Demonstrate how productivity and accountability contribute to realizing 

individual or group work goals within or outside the classroom.  

Ethical behaviors support human rights and dignity in all 

aspects of life. 

9.1.8.F.2 Explain how rules, laws, and safety practices protect individual rights in the 

global workplace.  

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the use of new technologies at home, in the workplace, and in other 

settings to incidences of ethical and/or unethical behavior.  

Corresponding National Standards: Financial Responsibility and Decision Making 

Overall Competency: Apply reliable information and systematic decision making to personal financial decisions. 

 Take responsibility for personal financial decisions. 

 Find and evaluate financial information from a variety of sources. 

 Summarize major consumer protection laws. 

 Make financial decisions by systematically considering alternatives and consequences. 

 Develop communication strategies for discussing financial issues. 

 Control personal information. 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR CROSS-CONTENT INSTRUCTION OF LITERACY 

 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SCIENCE & TECHNICAL SUBJECTS: READING 
 

Reading is critical to building knowledge in history/social studies as well as in science and technical subjects. College and career ready 

reading in these fields requires an appreciation of the norms and conventions of each discipline, such as the kinds of evidence used in history and 

science; an understanding of domain-specific words and phrases; an attention to precise details; and the capacity to evaluate intricate arguments, 

synthesize complex information, and follow detailed descriptions of events and concepts. In history/social studies, for example, students need to be 

able to analyze, evaluate, and differentiate primary and secondary sources.  

 

When reading scientific and technical texts, students need to be able to gain knowledge from challenging texts that often make extensive 

use of elaborate diagrams and data to convey information and illustrate concepts. Students must be able to read complex informational texts in 

these fields with independence and confidence because the vast majority of reading in college and workforce training programs will be 

sophisticated nonfiction. It is important to note that these Reading standards are meant to complement the specific content demands of the 

disciplines, not replace them. 

 

Standard In all history/social studies, science and technical subjects, students will be able to 

RST.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 

RST.6-8.3 Follow precisely a multistep procedure when performing technical tasks. 

RST.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a 

specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and 

to an understanding of the topic. 

RST.6-8.6 Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, or describing a procedure in a text. 

RST.6-8.7. Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version of that information 

expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or table). 

RST.6-8.8 Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on research findings, and speculation in a text. 

RST.6-8.9 Compare and contrast the information gained from simulations, video, or multimedia sources with that gained from 

reading a text on the same topic. 

RST.6-8.10.  

 

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 
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LITERACY IN HISTORY, SCIENCE & TECHNICAL SUBJECTS: WRITING 
 

Standard In all history/social studies, science and technical subjects, students will be able to 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  
o Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 

reasons and evidence logically. 

o Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, 

using credible sources. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 

processes.  
o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as appropriate 

to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose & audience. 

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 

ideas clearly and efficiently. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 

standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
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UNIT: INCOME AND CAREERS APPROXIMATE PACING: 

Essential Content Understandings:  Students will be able to: 

Educational achievement, career choice, and 

entrepreneurial skills all play a role in achieving 

a desired lifestyle. 

9.2.8.A.1: Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic 

conditions affect income. 

9.2.8.A.2: Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the 

acquisition of new knowledge and skills 

9.2.8.A.3: Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.2.8.A.4: Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

Income often comes from different sources, 

including alternative sources. 

9.2.8.A.5: Explain the difference between “earned income” and “unearned income” (e.g., gifts) and 

why earned income is important. 

Income affects spending decisions and lifestyle. 9.2.8.A.6: Examine how labor market trends and the cost of living can affect real income, spending 

decisions, and lifestyle. 

Taxes and the cost of employee benefits affect 

the amount of disposable income. 

9.2.8.A.7: Explain the purpose of the payroll deduction process, taxable income, and employee 

benefits. 

9.2.8.A.8: Differentiate among the types of taxes and employee benefits. 

9.2.8.A.9: Differentiate between taxable and nontaxable income. 

UNIT:  MONEY MANAGEMENT Approximate Pacing: 

Essential Content Understandings: Students will be able to: 

Money management involves setting financial 

goals. 

9.2.8.B.1: Construct a simple personal savings and spending plan based on various sources of 

income. 

9.2.8.B.2: Justify the concept of “paying yourself first” as a financial savings strategy. 

9.2.8.B.3: Relate the concept of deferred gratification to investment, meeting financial goals, and 

building wealth. 

9.2.8.B.4: Analyze the effect of the economy on personal income, individual and family security, 

and consumer decisions. 

9.2.8.B.5: Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial 

practice. 

Money management is reliant on developing 

and maintaining personal budgets. 

9.2.8.B.6: Construct a budget to save for long-term, short-term, and charitable goals. 

9.2.8.B.7: Develop a system for keeping and using financial records. 
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Money management requires understanding of 

cash flow systems and business practices. 

9.2.8.B.8: Explain the concept of cash flow and construct cash flow statements. 

9.2.8.B.9: Create debit and credit balance sheets and income and cash statements. 

9.2.8.B.10: Determine the most appropriate use of various financial products and services (e.g., 

ATM, debit cards, credit cards, checkbooks). 

9.2.8.B.11: Justify safeguarding personal information when using credit cards, banking 

electronically, or filing forms. 

9.2.8.B.12: Evaluate the appropriate financial institutions to assist with meeting various personal 

financial needs and goals. 

Correlation with National Standards in K-12 Personal Finance Education: 

Planning and Money Management  

Overall Competency: Organize personal finances and use a budget to manage cash flow.  

 Develop a plan for spending and saving. 

 Develop a system for keeping and using financial records. 

 Describe how to use different payment methods. 

 Apply consumer skills to purchase decisions. 

 Consider charitable giving. 

 Develop a personal financial plan. 

UNIT: CREDIT AND DEBT MANAGEMENT Approximate Pacing: 

Essential Content Understandings: Students will be able to: 

Credit management includes making informed 

choices about sources of credit and requires an 

understanding of the cost of credit. 

9.2.8.C.1: Compare and contrast the financial products and services offered by different types of 

financial institutions. 

9.2.8.C.2: Compare and contrast debt and credit management strategies. 

9.2.8.C.3: Demonstrate an understanding of the terminology associated with different types of credit 

(e.g., credit cards, installment loans, mortgages) and compare the interest rates associated with each. 

9.2.8.C.4: Calculate the cost of borrowing various amounts of money using different types of credit 

(e.g., credit cards, installment loans, mortgages). 

Credit worthiness is dependent on making 

informed credit decisions and managing debt 

responsibly. 

9.2.8.C.5: Determine ways to leverage debt beneficially. 

9.2.8.C.6: Determine potential consequences of using “easy access” credit (e.g., using a line of 

credit vs. obtaining a loan for a specific purpose). 

9.2.8.C.7: Explain the meaning and possible consequences of “predatory lending practices.” 
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9.2.8.C.8: Explain the purpose of a credit score and credit record, and summarize borrowers’ credit 

report rights. 

9.2.8.C.9: Summarize the causes and consequences of personal bankruptcy. 

9.2.8.C.10: Determine when there is a need to seek credit counseling and appropriate times to utilize 

it. 

Corresponding National Standards 

Credit and Debt 

Overall Competency: Maintain creditworthiness, borrow at favorable terms, and manage debt.  

 Identify the costs and benefits of various types of credit. 

 Explain the purpose of a credit record and identify borrowers' credit report rights. 

 Describe ways to avoid or correct debt problems. 

 Summarize major consumer credit laws.  

UNIT: PLANNING, SAVING AND INVESTING Approximate Pacing: 

Essential Content Understandings: Students will be able to: 

Information about investment options assists 

with financial planning. 

9.2.8.D.1: Determine how saving contributes to financial well-being. 

9.2.8.D.2: Differentiate among various savings tools and how to use them most effectively. 

9.2.8.D.3: Differentiate among various investment options. 

9.2.8.D.4: Distinguish between income and investment growth. 

Appropriate application of basic economic 

principles leads to wiser decisions for 

individual, family, and business financial 

planning. 

9.2.8.D.5: Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.2.8.D.6: Relate saving and investing decisions to successful entrepreneurship. 

9.2.8.D.7: Calculate short- and long-term returns on various investments (e.g., stocks, bonds, mutual 

funds, IRAs, deferred pension plans, and so on). 

9.2.8.D.8: Assess the impact of inflation on economic decisions and lifestyles. 

UNIT: BECOMING A CRITICAL CONSUMER Approximate Pacing: 

Essential Content Understandings: Students will be able to: 

The ability to prioritize wants and needs assists 

in making informed investments, purchases, 

9.2.8.E.1: Prioritize personal wants and needs when making purchases. 
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and decisions. 

Cost-benefit analysis informs responsible 

spending practices. 

9.2.8.E.2: Analyze interest rates and fees associated with financial services, credit cards, debit cards, 

and gift cards. 

9.2.8.E.3: Evaluate the appropriateness of different types of monetary transactions (e.g., electronic 

transfer, check, certified check, money order, gift card, barter) for various situations. 

9.2.8.E.4: Compare the value of goods or services from different sellers when purchasing large 

quantities and small quantities. 

9.2.8.E.5: Identify the components of written and verbal contracts and the inherent responsibilities 

of the contracting parties. 

Consumer protection includes providing 

information about the range of products and 

services and about consumer resources, rights, 

and responsibilities. 

9.2.8.E.6: Evaluate how fraudulent activities impact consumers, and justify the creation of consumer 

protection laws. 

9.2.8.E.7: Recognize the techniques and effects of deceptive advertising. 

Corresponding National Standards 

Saving and Investing 

Overall Competency: Implement a diversified investment strategy that is compatible with personal goals.  

 Discuss how saving contributes to financial well-being. 

 Explain how investing builds wealth and helps meet financial goals. 

UNIT: CIVIC FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY-Optional Unit OR Individual/Small Group Research Investigation Approximate Pacing: 

Essential Content Understandings: Students will be able to: 

The potential for building and using personal 

wealth includes responsibility to the broader 

community and an understanding of the legal 

rights and responsibilities of being a good 

citizen. 

9.2.8.F.1: Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to 

achieve significant societal goals. 

9.2.8.F.2: Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions. 

9.2.8.F.3: Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the 

economy and to personal finance. 

Philanthropic, charitable, and entrepreneurial 

organizations play distinctly different but 

vitally important roles in supporting the 

9.2.8.F.4: Calculate appropriate amounts of charitable giving based on current financial status. 

9.2.8.F.5: Determine opportunities for micro-financing of global charities and causes. 
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interests of local and global communities. 

UNIT: RISK MANAGEMENT AND INSURANCE-Optional Unit OR Individual/Small Group Research Investigation Approximate Pacing: 

Essential Content Understandings: Students will be able to: 

There are common financial risks and ways to 

manage risks. 

9.2.8.G.1: Compare the impact of losses associated with different types of financial risk. 

9.2.8.G.2: Explain why it is important to develop plans for protecting current and future personal 

assets against loss. 

Insurance is designed to protect the consumer 

against unintended losses. 

9.2.8.G.3: Explain the purpose and importance of health, disability, life, and consumer insurance 

protection. 

9.2.8.G.4: Determine criteria for deciding the amount of insurance protection needed. 

9.2.8.G.5: Analyze the need for and value of different types of insurance and the impact of 

deductibles. 

9.2.8.G.6: Evaluate the need for different types of extended warranties. 

Corresponding National Standards 

Risk Management and Insurance 

Overall Competency: Use appropriate and cost-effective risk management strategies.  

 Identify common types of risks and basic risk management methods. 

 Explain the purpose and importance of property and liability insurance protection.  

 Explain the purpose and importance of health, disability, and life insurance protection.  

 

Instructional Activities/Resources 
Integration of Standard 9.1: 

21
st
 Century Life & Career Skills 

OVERVIEW-THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM 

Exploring Careers Chapter 13-Lesson 13.1 

 

Interview three family members or adults you know who work. Ask these questions: 

What items or services does your company sell? 

Who is your company’s competition? 

What does your company do to make sure people buy its products? 

With a group, discuss the information collected and what it reveals about our economic system.  

 

INCOME AND CAREERS 

 During the marking period, students investigate one of the 16 career clusters and prepare 

Students will 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Communicate, analyze data, apply technology, and 

problem solve. 

Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect 

decision making. 

Identify and access problems that interfere with 

attaining goals. 

Practice goal setting and decision making in areas 

relative to life skills. 

Recognize bias, vested interest, stereotyping, and the 
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short multimedia presentations that will be shared with the class at the end of the marking period. 

Exploring Careers: Chapter 3-Researching Careers; Appendix-Career Clusters  

 

 Complete the Interest Survey for 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders: http://tcids.tbr.edu/questionnaire.php 

 

Pre-Assessment to determine base knowledge; self-assessment of responsible consumer and 

financial management skills 

Test Your Money Smarts by completing the financial personality quiz 

http://www.childrensfinancialnetwork.com/moneysmarts.php 

 

Jump Start Coalition for Financial Literacy: http://www.jumpstart.org/ 

Complete “Reality Check”- Students imagine how they want to live if they were on their own and 

reflect on how much this will cost.  

 

MONEY MANAGEMENT 

Becoming Money Smart:  
Chapter 1 Financial Planning and Goal Setting  

Chapter 2-Paychecks-Using Money Wisely 

Chapter 3 Budgets-Keeping Track of your money 

Exploring Careers: Chapter 14-Lesson 14.1 Managing Your Money 

 

 Use spreadsheet software such as Excel to create a budget for a typical 7
th

 or 8
th

 grade student 

(Make up facts about the individual’s finances, including goals, income sources, and expenses. 

Recommend ways the individual can manage his/her money to achieve short- and long-term goals. 

Present your budget recommendations to your group for feedback. )  

 

CREDIT AND DEBT MANAGEMENT 

Becoming Money Smart: 

Chapter 5 Credit 

Chapter 8 Loans 

 

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve: New Credit Card Rules-What You Need to Know 

http://www.federalreserve.gov/consumerinfo/wyntk_creditcardrules.htm 

manipulation and misuse of information. 

 

Creativity and Innovation  

Find and evaluate information from a variety of 

sources 

Consider multiple perspectives and viewpoints when 

evaluating solutions to problems 

 

Collaboration, Leadership and Teamwork 

Participate as a member of a team and contribute to 

group effort. 

Work with others to solve a problem. 

State sequentially the basic steps in the decision-

making process. 

Apply the decision-making steps to make a decision. 

Identify the basic steps in the problem-solving 

process. 

Apply the goal-setting process to set goals as a 

group. 

Explain the interrelatedness of the decision-making, 

problem-solving and goal-setting processes. 

Identify  team work skills and leadership skills, and 

explain the relationship between them in terms of 

group effectiveness in planning and reaching a goal. 

 

Communication and Media Fluency 

Effectively use digital tools/media for local and 

global communication.  

Demonstrate personal responsibility for ethical uses 

of communication and media. 

 

Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal 

http://tcids.tbr.edu/questionnaire.php
http://www.childrensfinancialnetwork.com/moneysmarts.php
http://www.jumpstart.org/
http://www.jumpstart.org/reality-check.html
http://www.jumpstart.org/reality-check.html
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PLANNING, SAVING AND INVESTMENT 

Becoming Money Smart: 

Chapter 4 Banking 

Chapter 9 Investments 

Managing Your Money: The Benefits of Using a Bank or Credit Union 

http://www.managingmymoney.com/managingbenefitschecking.html 

 

Complete the Hands on Banking Program for Teens; print out the assessment results    

http://www.handsonbanking.org/htdocs/en/t/#/en/t/ 

 

Money Talks TEEN GUIDES: http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/CheckItOut.cfm?std=3 

Money Talks-Should I be Listening? 

 My Money Personality 

 Savings Made Simple 

 Shopping Savvy 

 Car Costs 

 Hunger Attack! 

 Privacy Please 

Should I be Banking? 

 Savings Accounts 

 Checking Accounts 

 eBanking 

Should I be Charging? 

 Keys to Credit 

 Credit Cards 

 

National Council for Economic Education Gen-i Revolution:  http://www.genirevolution.org/ 

The Council for Economic Education (CEE) provides a free online game that teaches the basics 

of personal finance and investment for middle and high school students. The game gives users the 

chance to develop important personal finance skills as they play and compete against fellow 

classmates 

Through 15 missions, players are briefed and trained by Monique, the mission leader, to help 

battle the Murktide – a deep confusion about personal finance issues.  

Communication Demonstrate respect and flexibility 

in interpersonal and group situations. 

Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group 

activities. 

Practice the skills necessary to avoid physical and 

verbal confrontation in individual and group settings. 

Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and 

speaking. 

 

Accountability, Productivity and Ethics 

Demonstrate ethical behavior when interacting and 

working with others in the classroom/school setting. 

Demonstrate personal accountability for one’s work 

and productivity as a learner.   

 

Academic and Performance Skills: 

Reading informational text-print and non-print 

sources 

Expository writing skills 

Research skills 

Collaborative/cooperative learning skills 

Technology solutions and applications for gathering, 

organizing and presenting information 

http://www.managingmymoney.com/managingbenefitschecking.html
http://www.handsonbanking.org/htdocs/en/t/#/en/t/
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/CheckItOut.cfm?std=3
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_money_personality.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_savings.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_shopping_savvy.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_car_costs.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_hunger_attack.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_privacy.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_savings_account.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_checking_account.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_eBanking.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_keys_to_credit.pdf
http://moneytalks4teens.ucdavis.edu/newsltr_cards_of_credit.pdf
http://www.genirevolution.org/
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Gen i Revolution missions teach concepts such as: 

 Building wealth 

 Investing in human capital 

 Budgeting 

 Risk and return 

 Stock market fundamentals 

Students select a mission, recruit "operatives" from Monique’s movement to assist them 

strategically in battling the Murktide, and earn points as they work to complete each mission. 

Students will learn: 

 How education and career choices affect long-term savings goals. 

 The basics of stocks, bonds and mutual funds. 

 What determines stock prices. 

 What to consider when choosing a financial institution. 

 

It all adds up-personal finance for teens: www.italladdsup.org 

 

BECOMING A CRITICAL CONSUMER 

 Influences on Consumer Choices and Decisions 

 Consumer Skills for Effective Decision Making 

 Buying Goods and Services-Consumer Rights and Responsibilities Consumer Skills  

 Exploring Careers-Chapter 14-Lesson14.2  

 

 Students will view: The Key to Smart Spending and write a short summary of key points. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxrT9Hm2Alo (5 minutes) 

 

 Students will work in teams to design a presentation “How to Be a Wise Consumer” using web 

and print resources. Evaluation will be based on: Content and the following skills areas: 

Academic and Performance Skills; Communication and Media Fluency; Collaboration and 

Teamwork skills 

 

 Explore the following Consumer Websites and explain how they support consumer rights: 

http://www.italladdsup.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxrT9Hm2Alo
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 Consumer World-Everything Consumer 

             http://www.consumerworld.org/ 

 Federal Trade Commission: Protecting America’s Consumers: 

             http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/consumer.shtm 

 New Jersey Department of Consumer Affairs: 

            http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/ocp/ 

 

 Research the issue of identity theft and other safety issues when using the internet for making 

financial transactions and purchases 

 

With a group, identify consumer information services and resources; research information about 

a product using product ratings from Consumer Reports magazine and present the group’s 

recommendations. 

 

 Students will learn what it means to be a smarter consumer by completing the activities at the 

virtual mall at ftc.gov/YouAreHere. Students will report what they have learned about (1) 

protecting their privacy, (2) how to spot and avoid frauds and scams, (3) how advertising affects 

them, and (4) how they benefit when businesses compete. 

 http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/youarehere/site.html#/mall-entrance 

 

 Write a letter of complaint about a product or service and determine the best course of action a 

consumer might take to have his/her complaint addressed 

 

 Students will complete select modules from It’s My Life  

http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/index.html 

Mad Money Spending Smarts: 

Think Before You Buy! 

What We Wear 

Toys, Gadgets, and Sports Gear 

http://www.consumerworld.org/
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/consumer.shtm
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/ocp/
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/youarehere/site.html#/mall-entrance
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/index.html
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Crazy for Collecting 

Food and Fun 

Books, Music, and Movies 

Surfing the Sales 

Ten Super Shopping Tips 

From the Mentors 

Spending Stories: Cast Your Vote! 

The Brand Name Battle 

The Spending Safari 

Instructional Approach  

Instruction of Personal Financial Literacy uses the “5 E approach”:  

1. Engage—get the student involved  

2. Explore—provide hands-on opportunities  

3. Explain—present the concepts  

4. Elaborate/Extend—expand on what students have learned  

5. Evaluate—assess 

Assessment 

SAMPLE PERFORMANCE TASK(S):  

 A public relations firm has been hired to develop and produce a documentary alerting young adults to the need for fiscal responsibility when 

using credit cards. The company vice president asked your advertising team to develop a five-minute demo for the client. Develop a preliminary 

outline for the presentation on responsible credit card use.  

 Service Learning Project: Using the skills and knowledge from this unit, work in collaborative groups to identify, plan and carry out a service 

learning project, including timeline/calendar, roles and tasks for group members, budget and plan for raising funds to carry out the project, 

group evaluation and self-assessment of strengths and weaknesses in carrying out project goals. 

 Student collaborative and independent projects 

OTHER EVIDENCE (tests, quizzes; prompts, work samples, observations): 

 Using a teacher-developed scenario: Students will identify a set of guidelines for consumers which include the roles of consumers in the market 

place and consumer rights and responsibilities. Students will design a PowerPoint presentation that incorporates multi-media, a glogster, or a 

wikispace to share this information. 
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 Using a teacher-developed scenario: Student will develop a budget spreadsheet using advanced features of Excel 

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT and REFLECTION: Provide prompts for journal writing that focus on big ideas from each lesson and engage 

students in critical thinking about these ideas. FOR EXAMPLE, 

 How have your needs and wants changed over the past 2 years? What influenced these changes? 

 After completing one of the Money Talks TEEN GUIDES, what did you learn about yourself that you did not know before? 

Instructional Resources and Materials 

CORE RESOURCE: 

Deatherage, J. (2012) Becoming Money $mart: A Simulation for Financial Decision Making.   

Teacher Resource CD for Becoming Money $mart: A Simulation for Financial Decision Making.   
 

Textbook: Exploring Careers (McGraw Hill, 2007). 

 Teacher Resource Guide for Exploring Careers: Consumerism, Financial and Resource Management 

 Exploring Careers Online Learning Center (URL: exploring.glencoe.com; USERNAME: exploringcrs; PASSWORD: goal)  

           –Teacher and Student Resources (graphic organizers/reading organizers, interactive activities and assessments); PowerPoint Presentation CD) 

Internet Accessible Resources Specific to Standard 9.2 Personal Financial Literacy:  

 Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy. (2007). National standards in K-12 personal finance education: With  

benchmarks, knowledge statements, and glossary (3rd ed.). Online: http://www.jumpstart.org/national-standards.html  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL ON ECONOMIC EDUCATION:  http://www.ncee.net/index.html; NCEE Based Lessons: www.e-connections.org 

 It All Adds Up - web site for teens who want to get a head start on their financial futures, including simulations about credit management, 

buying a car, paying for college, budgeting, saving, and investing.  Web site: www.italladdsup.org 

 Carolan, C. A. (2007). The ABCs of credit card finance: Essential facts for students. Trenton, NJ: New Jersey Coalition for Financial  

Education. Online: http://www.njcfe.org/IFE-ABC_text.html  

 

http://www.ncee.net/index.html
http://www.e-connections.org/
http://www.italladdsup.org/

